
A free event presented by Lotus Music & Dance, 
New York City Department of Parks & Recreation, 

 The Hudson River Foundation, 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs,

 JP Morgan Chase, and WABC-TV.

DRUMS ALONG THE HUDSON
A Native American Festival

City of New York
Parks & Recreation

SHAD FEST&

3rd  Saturday, May , 200   Inwood Hill Park 11 am to 6 pm8
th 4218  Street,  blocks west of B’way, at the north tip of Manhattan

Honoring 
Mohawk Chief Jake Swamp, Founder of the Tree of Peace Society

 Xernona Clayton, Pres. and CEO of the Trumpet Awards Foundation

with Special Guests from Bermuda:

by -WeekendAnch orEyew itness News WABC-TVHosted Sandra Bookman       

The Warwick Gombey Troupe   
and the St. David's Island Indians      

LOTUS
MUSIC 
 & DANCE
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We gratefully acknowledge support for DRUMS ALONG THE HUDSON from

Special Groups of Volunteers:
    Boy Scouts of America Troop 718 / 729           NYPD Explorers Post #2002
    New York University Stern Scholars                 Baruch College Beta Alpha Psi
    Building With Books USA                                 Unity High School Student Council 
    Temple of Understanding                                   One Brick Foundation
       

    The tireless Lotus Music & Dance Staff
. . .and to all the wonderful people who support Lotus all year round and the volunteers 
    who devoted their time and effort to make this day a success.   

Columbia Community Outreach Volunteers     
-

 JP Morgan Chase                               WABC-TV
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

Manhattan Community Board 12                 Common Ground
John’s Doo-Wop Deli                                   Carrot Top Pastries
The Manhattan Delegation                    
Dr. Raymond Swainson                      Jacqueline Lee & Diageo

Computer Resource Centers RECYouth
Columbia University and Dr. M. Dianne Murphy, Director of 

Intercollegiate Athletics and Physical Education    
Ana-Maria Campos & New York City Parks & Recreation Center 

Guillermo Linares, Commissioner of Immigrant Affairs
New York City Council Member Robert Jackson

The Puffin Foundation

 Mutable Music           

Shad-lovers as well as those who have yet to enjoy a taste can delight in a healthy sampling of free fish at 
Shad Fest. First held in Inwood Hill Park in the 1980s, Shad Fest celebrates the return of spawning shad to 
the increasingly healthy Hudson River. Inwood Hill Park, home to the last natural forest and salt marsh in 
Manhattan, is the ideal spot for celebrating nature's bounties. 

Shad, like their salmon cousin, are members of the herring family. And like the salmon, these 
"anadromous" fish are born in fresh water rivers and immediately migrate to the open ocean, where they 
spend the next 3 to 6 years eating and growing. At maturity, shad return to fresh waters to spawn and, 
usually, die, although some may live to repeat the cycle several times. Some females have been known to 
live for as many as ten seasons. 

Once so plentiful that they were considered poor man's food, shad today are considered a delicacy and 
people rejoice each spring as the shad return to local waters. Most importantly, shad are the only fish that 
the D.E.C. permits to be commercially caught because their life cycle ensures that they are PCB free and, 
therefore, they are healthy for consumption. 

THE HUDSON RIVER FOUNDATION

    The Hudson River Foundation was founded more than 20 years ago and 
funds research projects that benefit New York Harbor and the Hudson 

Estuary.  Additionally, they fund programs in environmental education.

Tom Lake, from the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, is editor of the 
Hudson River Almanac, a commercial shad fisherman, archeologist, and an adjunct professor 
at Vassar and Duchess Community Colleges.

Christopher Letts, environment educator for the Hudson River Foundation, has worked on the 
Hudson River for more than 30 years as an educator, researcher, and commercial fisherman.

--------------------------

About Shad & Shad Fest 

Special thanks to:                                                  Sandra Bookman WABC-TV 
     Thomas Buckner                                                  Saundra Thomas WABC-TV
     Jeanne Parnell, WHCR-FM Radio, 90.3 FM     Desiree Gayle & Disney VoluntEARS
     Michelle & Richard Turner Family                    Stephanie Saillant
     Patrick Raleigh                                                    Captain Planet Foundation 
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Inwood Hill Park, called Shorakapok ("the edge of the river") by the Lenape people, is 
reputedly where Peter Minuit "purchased" Manhattan in 1626. A giant tulip tree marked 
the legendary spot of this transaction until 1938. In 1954, the Peter Minuit Post of the 
American Legion rededicated the site with a plaque at Shorakapok Rock. 

Drums Along the Hudson 
Shad Fest ~ Inwood Hill Park - 2008  

Lotus Music & Dance 
Board of Directors

Staff

Yvette Mundo  Front Desk Receptionist

   Arielle Falk Public Relations
Fred Lake      Accountant

Jessica Mercado Intern
Ron Greenfield, Forest Litho Graphic Design 

David Eastman, Chairman   
Rahcyne Hill, Treasurer   

 Nadia Moussa, Secretary
Kamala Cesar • Andrea Del Conte  

Rupal Shankar   •   Anita Gold  •  Sharon Nelson
Michael Lent  • Subash Midha

Kamala Cesar Artistic Director
Program Manager

Andrea Del Conte Arts-In-Education Coordinator
Shelley Bradford-Bell Fund-Raising Consultant

U Win Maung Bookkeeper
Angelina Hines-Jones  Customer Service Representative

Vanessa Pomiechowski Front Desk Receptionist

-

Ryan Takemiya

Lotus Music & Dance, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, was founded in 1989 by master 
Bharata Natyam dancer Kamala Cesar. It is a performance space, sanctuary, and center of 
education for traditional and indigenous performing arts forms. The mission is to protect, promote, 
and celebrate the music and dance traditions of all world cultures. Lotus Music & Dance remains 
the only institution of its kind in New York City where master artists from India, Korea, Burma, the 
South Pacific, Middle East, the Mohawk Nation, West Africa, and Spain collectively call home.

 109 W. 27th St., 8th Fl
 New York, NY 10001

 website: http://www.    

email: info@

lotusmusicanddance.org

lotusmusicanddance.org   

(212) 627-1076

Carl Nelson Event Producer
Vernon Ross Stage Manager 

Matt Bonavita, Jamar Bryant Sound Engineers, 

Arielle Falk Assistant Event Producer
 Loretta Palma Volunteer Coordinator

Rhythm in Motion
Phillip Howell Videographer

Joseph Rodman Photographer

Drums Along the Hudson / Shad Fest Event Credits

LOTUS MUSIC 
 & DANCE

Warwick  Gombey  Troupe from Bermuda

  In Inwood Hill Park, we 
find the only remaining old-
growth forest and natural 
salt marsh in Manhattan. As 
long as 3,000 years ago, it 
served as a bountiful place 
for hunting and gathering. 
Here, Drums Along the 
Hudson connects the past 
and the present – the ancient 
traditions of New York's 
first inhabitants and the 
richness of contemporary 
Native American culture. 

Fax: (212) 675-7191  

www.drumsalongthehudson.org and telephone number 212-627-1076x18
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11:00  A.M.                           ————————                Area 1 – Main Stage

Opening Ceremony

Sandra Bookman - WABC-TV Weekend Anchor

Thanksgiving Address with Tom Porter

 Mohawk Singers and Dancers, St. David's Island Native Community 
&  Cacibajagua Taino Cultural Society

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1:15 P.M.                               ————————                Area 1 – Main Stage     

Introduction of elected officials by Sandra Bookman
Honoring:  Mohawk Chief Jake Swamp, Founder, Tree of Peace Society

 &  Xernona Clayton, Founder, President & CEO 
of the Trumpet Awards Foundation

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 11:00  A.M.                            ————————  Area 2 – Environmental Tent
Exhibition of Environmental Art supplied by Casa Frela Gallery

All Day Long

11:40  A.M.                            ————————                Area 1 – Main St age

12:00  P.M.                              ————————      Area 2 – Storytelling Tent
Corn Husk Doll Making with Nitchen 

12:05 P.M.                              ————————                Area 1 – Main Stage
Shad Planking Demonstration 

by Christopher Letts, Hudson River Foundation 
and Tom Lake, NY Dept. of Environment & Conservation

 12:15  P.M.                            ————————   Area 2 – Environmental Tent
Demonstration & Talk on Iroquois Stone Carving

12:20  P.M.                             ————————                 Area 1 – Main Stage

————————

1:00  P.M.                                 ———————   Area 2 – Environmental Tent
Captain Planet Foundation  

See Captain Planet at 1:30, 3:30 and 5:30

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Harambee African Dance Troupe

with Ann Mullins

by Cayuga Stone Carver, David Greene

Carioca Capoeira Arts - Brazilian Drummers & Dancers

12:50 P.M.                                               Area 1 - Main Stage
Bermuda's Warwick Gombey Troupe

Parrots for Peace
 Throughout the Day

12:20  P.M                               ————————      Area 2 – Storytelling Tent
Storytelling with Nitchen

Christina Bryant

Program is subject to change.

TEACHING SCHEDULE: SPRING  2008
At LOTUS MUSIC & DANCE:
109 W 27th St., 8th fl., New York City    212-627-1076

-Flamenco Basics (ongoing)       Monday 6pm -7:30pm
Castanets Workshop  Tuesdays 7/1- 8/19 6pm-7:30pm 
Intermediate/Advanced               Wed's 6pm -7:30pm

Technique/Choreography        
Advanced Beginner              Thursdays 6pm -7:30pm

Technique/Choreography        
Children's Class               Wednesdays 4:30 - 5:30pm

(age 7 and above)            
At STEPS ON BROADWAY:

Beginner/Advanced Beginner Open Class   Saturdays 
     Ongoing for students with some training.        2:30-4pm
      This is not an Introductory Class.

-

-

-

2121 Broadway, 3rd F., New York City   212-874-2410

A program of the American Spanish Dance Theatre, Inc.A program of the American Spanish Dance Theatre, Inc.

Andrea Del Conte
Danza España
144 E. 24th Street
NYC, NY  10010-3730

Tel & Fax: (212) 674-6725
www.delconte-danza.com
e-mail: ADelConte@aol.com

Private classes available  

(Burmese Dance Drama) 

Sunday May 18  3:00 pm
New choreography by Shweman Win Maung, 
Dance/drama performed by Mr. Maung and the members of 
Shweman Thabin NY (The "Golden Mandalay Theatre" Troupe). 
 

 Kinding Sindaw performs Dances without Borders (May 14 to 18) www.theaterforthenewcity.net for tickets

YamayanaYamayana
at Theater for the New City 
    155 First Ave 
        New York, NY 10003 
           1-212-254-1109 

Scene from the
Yamayana
(The Burmese
Ramayana)

WEALTH PARTNERS 

Michael Lent 

mlent@veriswp.com

mlent.veriswp.com 

90 Broad Street 

New York, NY 10004 

1.212.349.4172 

VALUES.  WEALTH.  SUSTAINABILITY.

Drums Along the Hudson / Shad Fest – ProgramDrums Along the Hudson / Shad Fest – Program
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1:50 P.M.                                 ————————                  Area 1 – Main Stage 

Planting of the White Pine  ❖  Native Ceremony of Peace
Tom Porter – Mohawk Elder

Kamala Cesar – Artistic Director of Lotus Music & Dance,

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2:00  P.M.                                ————————                            Area 3 – Field

Pow Wow

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4:00  P.M.                                ————————                 Area 1 – Main Stage

4:30 P.M.                                ————————                  Area 1 – Main Stage 

Trinayan Odissi Dance 

With special guest Guru Durga Charan Ranbir

Mohawk Singers and Dancers with Special Guests

5:20 P.M.                                ————————                  Area 1 – Main Stage
Closing Remarks

Tom Porter  –  Mohawk Elder

Drummers, Dancers and All are invited for the Unity Stomp

 with V.I.P. guests:  
 

Jennifer Hoppa – Director, North Manhattan Parks & Recreation

4:30 P.M.                                ————————    Area 2 – Environmental Tent

 by Cayuga Stone Carver, David Greene 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5:00 P.M.                                ————————                  Area 1 – Main Stage 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5:50 P.M.                                ————————                  Area 1 – Main Stage

Honorees: Mohawk Chief Jake Swamp  and

Xernona Clayton, Trumpet Awards Foundation

 introduced by Louis Mofsie

Pow Wow Dancing, Drumming and Singing with the Thunderbird 
American Indian Dancers, Native Performers  and Audience Participation 

Demonstration and talk on Iroquois Stone Carving

Along the Caravan Route
Flamenco, North Indian Kathak and Middle Eastern Dancers

 3:00 PM                                 ————————          Area 2 – Storytelling Tent

Corn Husk Doll Making with Nitchen  – 

3:20 PM                                  ————————         Area 2 – Storytelling Tent
Storytelling with 

 Ann Mullins

Nitchen –- Christina Bryant

5

 Tom Porter speaks at "Drums" 2007

New York State Council for the Arts         The Phaedrus Foundation                            

The Howard Bayne Fund

Paradis Charitable Trust                     Edward W. Hazen Foundation   

Councilman Robert Jackson                                                   Wachovia   

 and our many individual donors

Thomas J. Watson Foundation                     

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs 

Lotus Music & Dance is grateful for the support from:

"Parrots for Peace" - 2007 Pow Wow Drumming & Singing

Jerry & Jeanie MacDonald
Satya Naryana Charka

Kathak
Ramzi El Edlibi

Middle Eastern Dance
Sol Koeraus
Flamenco 

MADE IN ITALY

202A Mott Street New York NY 10012 

www.robertodacarrara.com 212 343 0100 

• Full Service Floral Design Services
Floral Design Classes
Floral Design Seminars
Interactive Entertainment for Events
Tent & Party Rentals
Event Design & Planning

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Showroom: 347.593.5831  ylevents@aol.com
Tent Department: 347.593.5828  yltents@aol.com
Website: www.ylEVENTdesign.com
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